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Big B comes to NY
Madame Tussauds

by Prakaash M Swami/ SATimes

New York (5ATimes): Bollywood icon
Arnitabh Bachehan's lifz-sise wax fig-
ure wis unveiled ot Madaome Tussauds
Wax Muscum here on Thursday as
part of the opening of Bally-
wioodd zome in the popular
LowrsL atlraction of Mew
York in connection with the
Asian American Heritage
Mfonth celehrtions now
nnider way

Bachchan's Goure is
dressed in o traditional
shierwani suit with a gold
and black scarf draped
around his neck. 1 is the
first figure v be part of the
Museum's all new Bollywood
Zone that was created after no-
s visilors” requests, The
other Indian figures in Mew York
are Mabatma Gandhi and Indica
Gandhi wheress the museam’s
London counterpart las Shah
Fukh Khan and Amiabh’s bahu
Ajchwarya Rai besides the leg-

Aachchan Continwed or page 3

Singh 1s still

King!

Manmohan Singh sworn in as Prime Minister for a second term
after the stunning poll victory of his party Congress-led front

New Delhi (LANS): Prime Mmisier
Marmolan Sdngh Frday waok oath
along with 19 cabanet colleagues o
begm a second five-vear tenn at the
head of a mulu-party government in
which his Congress party s the over-
whelmangly dommant pariner after a
aweepang win i India’s general elec-
LS.

He is only the second praime masister
after Jawaharlal Mehro o have a sec-
ond mnangs after a suceessiul five-year
term.second lead.

Alio present at the swearing i wens
Comgress presvdent and rulimge Unated
Progressave Allance (LUPA) |.'|:|u:||'|'.||.'|-
qon Soma Gandhi, Yiee President
Hamd Ansan, BIP'S prome ministenal

candidate LK. Advani, former prime
mimaster LK. Giujral amd Sitanm
Yochury of the CPL-M.

Ammong the new entrants in the cabi-
net are Mamata Banerjee, the Tr-

FPristdavar Provitd Pardd odwindstering e o
Maommelien Siogh of Roshiropoed Blrovar i New Delied oo Friduy.

namool Congress leader, Rajastlan
Congress unil preswdent CF Joshi, and

el wf offler of Priwe Mirisoer e

former Kamataka chief minister 3.0,

Singh Continued on Pape 4

i are deliplbed 10 amnmce tat The
South Asian Times would be the
Carared Medin Sponsor (Diaily ) 4o the AAPL{Amen-
cin Assocition of Physictans of Indiim Orgm) Con-
vention 2009 in Orlandoe, Florida froom June 10-14, 2006,
Tt's the: very first time, in the history of South Asian
ez mthe LIS amad the AA P Convention, that fiour
editiors. of a daily newspaper will be publislod dur-
ing the comverrtion covering the grand even.

E . il
= T—_ ” Wi other South Acsn publciton bes aver
= .- s done asindlar project i the past inthe TS,

AAPI-SATimes create history

itre—""Beringing the wiorkd to A APLand A APD o the world

This is & grest opportunity b penctrate te elite commimity

of Indian physiciars (60,060 and growingh in the Unised

States, Displaving servioes and products in dhese special -

Announcement

sz will being thern in oo of the larpest group of medical
professionals with enormous disposable ivcorme funds,
T Sowsth Acaan Tirres hees an trmaculing reputation of ine

pikan 263 per o teeds foe this raee opporinity.

The South Asian Times hes changed the horizon
of South Asion media in the LIS, Discover the differ-
ence mprind media throwsh The South Astin Tames
blore pood news is on the way inorder o serve the cormimu-
nity better, To kead, we serve the best

Wi also recpiest that you please becorme @ Liletmme sub-
aeriber aid tlij.r_\' J'L"H.IJil'IE this I';.-nl'lily-m werited WA
per, delivened at wour doorstep,

W thimk wouw all fisr the enconmigement and

3 movative rarketive and croativity, besides excellonce in joue- CONTLMUMLE SLPEEL
— _’ﬁ..__,.‘.- Wi will do S Bowrs of continuous instarm nalism and vahse besod content, display and advertising. Chre With wanm grestings,
- reporting and real-time newspaper pubdish- Marketing and Advertising team is available to create o specific . The South Asian Times Team.
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credited the next business day.
Call us far details
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Person of the Week

Shilpa Agarwal:

by Archana Chaudhary/SATimes

o5 Anpeles based writer and acodemi-
I cran Shilpa Agarwal's debul novel
“Hiu nting I-'..'-.nhi.:.'_" is ereating waves

in e literary world. USA Today describes it
draws on the

as an “Intmgwing debut novel
broader mystical culture that envelops India,”
while Kingdom Boeoks sayvs 10 a book of
wide sw eeping in gery and |||'|Ii1r|__l¢|1:|h|:_'
characters...” Rocently Shilpa also picked up
a First Words Literary Prize for South Asiam
writers. [non exclusive interview @ the
SATImes Shilpa chas
ahout her novel,
Youve Hved all vour
lile in LS, =0 why a
hook hased in Bam-
bay [ Mumbai)?
Shilpa: [ was bom in
Bombay. When [ was
WOLINE TNY Parenis
mioved to the US, bt
I"we always seen
Bombay as the ploce
of mny reais. 1 spent a
lot of summers there
andd [ renlly connect
with i

Whal is the book
absout?

Shilpn: “Hauntimg
Bombay™ is & litermry

whosl story sel mlhe
plush ||¢iEI'|h||,||1'|n|'4
of Malabar Hills in
14960°% Bombay, [ s
nboun the tragic death
ol i chikd than
repressed by o grieving
I'.||'||i|:.-. and the coura-
peous jowmey of the
protagonist — Pinky an adepted child. in the
samne Formaly wile untangles the mystery be-
hiud the death oll the while being haunted by
the ghost of the dead child. Maost of the times
we only get in hear one side of the story,

Your book has super natural clements in it
Il you ever gel sponked while wriling?
Shilpa: I:L.g'ILIJ._'I]\.I SAy bk i much more

than just a ghost story. 11°s about three genera-
tons of the wealthy Mittal family and hovw

i b

the ghosts of their past catches up with them.
A chald drowns o the bungalow and promoptly
the avah — a woung uneducated fsher-woman
— i sacked and nobody ever walks abour the
ineident after that day,

My story is also abowt the silent poople whio
harve been excluded fmom the realm of human

HAUNTING

‘BOMBAY

Firilpw Agorwal s debrr povel “Houmting
Bowmebay, " és kickimg wp o sterm in the fgerary
world, She wan @ Firsr Werals Eirerary prize for

Sewph Asdan writers for her seork,

uiterance, [1is about their version of the truih
and bow they commumeate, | superatural
elemend in my book i= a metaphor for the dis-
prascesod. Yes 1 did expericnce a few super-
matural experiznces while | was writing

Some times when | would wake up oo |:L' in
the mormiegs b wole oul & particular scese,
I"d fizel o pain in the neck or ROOEE bumps on
iy skin

Mlamy wrilers borrow [room real life experi-
ences for their basks, What about you?
Shilpa: Une of the reasons | decided o wnbe
phod e 1960°s erais beconse 1 had o 1ot of
material on ihat. The
protaganist Pinky is
hased on my moiher
— who underwent
the India-Pakistmm
partition and later
lved in Bombagy,
Bl miom -'|,r|,||__lj__ll;_'|,‘|
a lot duning the exo-
dus from India to
Pakistan and she al-
mast last my gramd-
mather twice during
thast tumez. 1 imter-
viewed a |
family members and
digl inchede it in the
wlory | I|||'|k |'|il,x
fronm passt Fmaly

histary bt |:||}__-|_'|'\.'
it's fictional.

Wi i the inspira-
tinn hehind your
vk *

Shilpa: [ guess
thers have |
majar inspiriins he-
himd iy bk, Firsely
I've abways been in-

[RUYN

|riJ__l|,||,'|,1 h:L' family stories thnt hove been
passcd. Most of the times these stonies ane
skeletal versions of whl actually happened
and x:_n;ul'u,ll:r 1 |I'|I'I|,|J._|I'|| what i we could BO
back 1 time and reconstroct what actually
happsznead and what has been told, What if we
could hear the voices of these who were ex-
cluled and not let o speak? What would be
their version of their story?

What was the biggest challenge vou faced
while writing the bonk?T

Shilpa: For me the biggest challenge was
persevenng. The book took abaul mine years
ta write and publish ond the biggest challenge
wias L Keep going back and dome it § bad (o
evolve |'-rJ__l.||'||,_':|IIl. and keep writing

Haow did vou keep yoursell motivated

through the nine years?

Shilpa: Ddon™t know? Hooestly, I've no idea
ahaot i "-'\.n||1|;|,l'|i||3 inside me resonobed ond 1
ke that [ had to write it aod finish it
Thronegh the nine years, my lite went through
a lot of changes, [ hod two kids and when
they were lictle 10 was toweh 10 3od tme bot 1
kept g:'-im__l hack and wri g in snaiches of
time. There was al s 8 joy in writing.

The ook has won wide acclaim and an
award. Dd vow expect 17

Shilpa: D' pust betimg thmes unfold slowly
a5 they come and taking it one doy a1 @ time, [

domn't have avy expoectations amd am just eo-
prying the process

What would you say is the secred hehind its
Audoess?

Shilpa: 1'd sav it"s all about patiently un-
wrapping the story. The story has o reveal in
is own b, | kept thinking of its as o stage
with many curtains, you have 1o apen one al o
ume. | alwayvs saw the bhigeer uctare amd [
didn™t wani to rush it,

Any other hooks in the offimg?

Shilpa: Yes, presently ['m working on my
secomd book

Your message (o upeaming South Asian
writers would be?

Shilpa: Follow your heart and write what
oo feel i trse toowoan Dot amd et it onfiold

LA baved Academicran, wniter and mother of s
saps her Foots are

Voice of the dispossessed

il Agwrwal bas fved ol ber e iw the DY bt

i Miesadba, Frali.

in fis dime, Write what vou believe n ond
dom™t really thimk of is results.

Apart from writing what nre the ather
thbngs that yveu are passionate about 7
Shilpa: 1I'm passionate aboul being a mom. 1
lovve oy Enmily and my hashand. 1 also enjoy
o roller-bladime and even take a kck
T |'\.il'|5'1 class,

BOOKS THAT HAVE
INSPIRED ME

Drifferemt books have inspired me at
different pomts of time

While in college [ was mspined by
Egyptizm writer Nawal El Saadasd whi
has written powertully about Egyptizm
women and their strugple in o igid society.

1 have also looked up bo Isabella Al-
lende — [ like the mysticism in her books
and bow' well she mixes myth amd realiny.

Towmn Marrison's writings have alsa
had a huge influence on me. 1 like the
wary she connects a tragic past o the
haunting present. In fact readers have
sadd that my book remdinds them of Mo
rison's book “Beloved, ™
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The Islandia Marriott is renowned for their catering facilities,
W now also allow outside catering: vour wedding

A\arnott

ISLANDIA LONG ISLAND

LIE 495 = exie §8

YOUr way,

Call Mitin Jairath,
Director of Catering, at
631.881.6024 to plan
your next oulbside-
catered event.

We are available for any

accasion: waddings,
engagements, birthdays,
anniversaries and more.




